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Boston Income, Employment and Housing Changes 


Reveal he 1 -5. Census (STF3 


STF3 (Summary Tape File 3) City-wide data regarding the City's changing socio-economic 
profile were released by the the U.S. Census in late Spring 1992. These data, covering many 
topics including income, occupation, mobility and housing costs, are derived from the sample of 
one household in six that filled out the "long form" on April 1, 1990. 


e Boston had a total of 228,000 households in 1990, and over 48 percent of these were non- 
family households. 


¢ There were 118,000 family households in Boston in 1990, a number that was about the same 
as in 1980. However, non-family households increased nearly ten percent between 1980 and 
1990, from 101,000 to over 110,000. 


e Median household and family incomes have increased Significantly. Even after adjusting for 
inflation, the median family income of $34,377 in 1990 was 16 percent higher than in 1980. 
However, the Boston median in 1990 was only about 80 percent of the statewide median of 
$44,367. 


e In 1990, 40 percent of the families in Boston reported eaming over $42,500 in 1989, 
20 percent reported earning over $65,000, and 10 percent over $85,000. 


e Despite the general increase in affluence, low and moderate incomes Persist. In fact, over 
40 percent ail families, some 50,000 households would qualify to live in federally assisted 
housing, and over half of the non-family households, another 50,000 would also qualify for 
such housing if enough were available to house eligible low and moderate income 
households. To qualify, a family of four should have had an income under $36,000 in 1989. ! 


-Fami holds i ‘ 


Household Type Peary ty po ubs-9*h oiler dvs 
Year All Non-family Family Median Annual Income 


(Number) (Number) (Number) (percent (current (constant (percent 
change) dollars) dollars) change) 
1959 165,215 5,747 25,931 
1969 166,042 1 9,280 32,234 24 
1979 219,024 101,192 117,832 -29 16,062 28,811 -11 
1989 227,958 110,302 117,656 0 34,377 34,377 19 


e In 1990, 18.7 percent of all persons were below poverty, down from 20.2 in 1979. The 
percent of family households below poverty declined to 15 percent, down from 16.7 percent 
in 1979. 


e However, 31 percent of the female householder families were in poverty in 1989, and over 
40 percent of those with related children under 18. Over half, nearly 55 percent of the female 
householder families with related children under 5 years were below poverty level, some 
5,700 out of 10,400 such families. 


1 Although family median household income was below $36,000, aligible incomes decline with household 
size. Also, non-family households find it more difficult to qualify for assisted housing. 
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Boston Socio-Economic Changes, ne C:\CNS9O\STF3\SOCEC890 


EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 


e Levels of education in Boston differed from statewide averages. Thirty percent of all 
residents had at least graduated from college, compared to 28 percent statewide. On the 
other hand, 76 percent had graduated from high school, compared to 80 percent statewide. 
One in four adults in Boston had not completed high school. 


ORIGIN, LANGUAGE and ANCESTRY 


e One person in five living in Boston in 1990 was foreign born, and 11 percent of the City's 
population entered the U.S. more recently than 1980. 


e Of the 538,500 persons over 4 years of age living in Boston in 1990, only 257.500, or less 
than half lived in the same house in 1985. Over 13 percent lived in a different state in 1985, 
7 percent lived abroad, while 32 percent lived elsewhere in Massachusetts at that time. 


e Over one resident in four aged five and over spoke a language other than English at home, 
and 13 percent indicated they did not speak English "very well." 


e Irish was by far the largest ancestry reported (128,700), followed by Italian (60,200), English 
(38,400), German (34,100) and West Indian (26,500 persons of non-Hispanic origin including 
Haiti, Jamaica). 


EMPLOYMENT, LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION 


e The total number of employed persons living in the City increased by 32,700, or 13 percent, 
from 256,000 in 1980 to 288,700 in 1990. This group was 50.5 percent male and 49.5 
female. See Table B. 


e Atthe same time the number of unemployed living in the City increased by 9,500 or 57 
percent, from 16,700 in 1980 to 26,300 in 1990. The percent unemployed is some 20 percent 
higher than the statewide average. 


e While the total labor force residing in Boston increased by 40,600 persons, unemployment 
rose in 1990, to 8.3 percent, compared to 6.1 percent in 1980. 


e While the female unemployment rate rose from 5 percent in 1980 to 6.8 percent in 1990, the 
male rate increased from 7.1 to 9.8 percent. 


e Not only was the male unemployment significantly higher than the female rate, the spread 
also increased over the decade. There were 15,800 unemployed males and 10,500 
unemployed females in 1990. 


e The percent of the total population 16 years and over residing in Boston participating in the 
labor force increased from 60 percent in 1980 to over 66 percent in 1990. The size of the 
labor force increased by 40,600 or 15 percent, from 275,600 persons in 1980 to 316,200 
persons in 1990. 


2 The Boston unemployment rate for 1990 determined by the U.S. Census is some 3 percentage points 
higher than the corresponding rate released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS rate). Here the Census 
data are consistently employed, providing greater detail. Since the Census sample one person in six, it is 
presumably more accurate than the BLS rate which tracks a much smaller sample. The BLS response to 
this difference was that "It is probably time to re-benchmark the unemployment rate.” 
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Boston Socio-Economic Changes, Dro CACNS9O\STF3\SOCEC890 


e While the total population 16 years and over increased by 17,000 persons or 4 percent, 
(from 459,300 in 1980 to 476,300 in 1990), the number not in the labor force declined by 
23,600 persons or 13 percent, from 183,700 persons in 1980 to 160,100 in 1990. 


e The male labor force participation rate rose from 68.5 percent to 72.5 percent during the 
decade. The number of males aged 16 and over increased by 12,400 persons or 6 percent 
from 1980 to 1990, while their number in the labor force grew by 17,400 or 12 percent. Also, 
the Boston male labor force participation rate of 72.5 percent was 5 percent lower than the 
statewide average of over 76 percent. 


e The female labor force participation rate increased from 53 percent to 61 percent, adding 
23,200 females to the labor force. The number of females aged 16 and over rose only 
modestly, by 4,700 persons or 2 percent, from 246,900 in 1980 to 251,600 in 1990, while 
their number in the labor force grew by 18 percent. 


e Females with children are a special group. The percentage with children under age 6 
expanded from 10.2 percent to 11.6 percent. Thus the total number of young mothers 
increased by 4,100 or 16 percent. Compound this with a sharp increase in the labor force 
participation rate (from 39 percent in 1980 to over 54 percent in 1990) results in over 7,000 
more working young mothers. , 


e The share of mothers with children 6 to 17 years old dropped from 12.6 percent to 10.2 
percent of all females, on the other hand, so the pool of potential working mothers with 
school age children declined by over 5,400 persons, to 25,700 in 1990. Even though their 
participation rate rose from 59 percent in 1980 to 69 percent in 1990, the total number of 
these working mothers dropped by over 600, to 17,800. 


OCCUPATIONS 


e During the 1980s, the professional occupations of Boston's residents in general advanced 
significantly, while blue collar jobs declined. See Table C. 


e Managerial and professional specialty occupations gained 27,800 new jobs (an increase of 
nearly 42 percent in this occupational class), amounting to more than 85 percent of the 
32,700 net increase in employment in Boston between 1980 and 1990. The number of top 
executives and managers grew by two-thirds, to 16,700 in 1990. 


e Technical sales, technicians and support occupations added another 10,500 jobs, offset by 
1,500 cuts in administrative and clerical support in this category. The share of sales 
emplyment, 9.4 percent, was still significantly below the statewide proportion, suggesting that 
further gains may be possible 


e Machine operators, assemblers and inspectors, on the other hand, dropped by 5,500 jobs, or 
nearly one-third, declining from 17,300 such jobs in 1980 to only 11,800 in 1990. Handlers, 
equipment cleaners and helpers also declined by over 1,100, leaving little more than 7,800 
in this category in 1990. 


e Boston's share of precision production, crafts and repair employees was significantly below 
the statewide proportion. 


e Service occupations increased by only some 2,800 or 6 percent, providing 50,000 such 


positions in 1990, or about one job in six. However, in this sector, Boston is at least 30 
percent and more higher than the statewide ratio. 
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INDUSTRY 


Viewed by industry sector, professional and related services employments were the main 
gainers, accounting for over one job in three of Boston residents in 1990. See Table D. The 
number engaged in this sector increased by 19,300 or 24 percent, from 80,900 jobs in 1980 
to 100,200 in 1990, Here, "other professional and related services,” which includes lawyers, 
engineering, social services, care and counselling occupations, accounted for most of the 
increase. 


Finance, insurance and real estate increased by 8,200 or over one-third, to 31,200 in 1990. 
One Boston resident in nine was working in this sector in 1990. 


Personal, entertainment and recreational services grew by 40 percent to 15,000 jobs. This 
category includes sports and fitness, theaters and video rentals, as well as the more 
traditional laundry, cleaning and garment services. 


Business and repair services grew by 25 percent to 16,700 jobs in 1990. This sector 
includes computer and data processing services, along with advertising, credit reporting, 
equipment rental and leasing, as well as a tremendous array of repair organizations serving 
a wide range of. needs from business to car to home. 


Construction increased by 40 percent or 3,300 more positions, to 11,400 jobs held by Boston 
residents in 1990, while retail trade gained 4,000 positions, raising total jobs in this sector to 
40,100 in 1990. 


Manufacturing, on the other hand, declined by over 20 percent on average, accounting for 
the loss of 7,900 jobs during the 1980s, leaving a remainder of 28,600 jobs in this sector in 
1990, under 10 percent of all jobs held by Boston's residents. 


CLASS OF WORKER 


The private sector grew by 18 percent during the 1990s to the point where 232,000 jobs, 
over four in five in Boston, were private wage and salary workers -- a rate on a par with the 
statewide proportion. 


The government sector, which employed 50,400 or one in five Boston workers in 1980, 
declined by 6,800 jobs or 14 percent, to employ only 43,600 in 1990, under one in six. The 
primary reduction was in local government. 


Self-employed workers, expanded by over 45 percent during the 1980s, but still accounted 
for only 12,600 jobs, a little over 4 percent of all positions. Nevertheless, this sharp increase 
may portend further growth. 


COMMUTING TO WORK 


Despite Boston's public transit system, less than one worker in three (under 32 percent) 
regularly used it to get to work, while over 40 percent regularly drove alone and another 11 
percent used carpools, which usually meant doubling up with one other commuter. 


Only 14 percent walked to work, while only a little over 2 percent worked at home. 
Average travel time to work was only 25 minutes, and less than one in seven needed more 


than 45 minutes to get to work, while fully 36 percent were able to get to work in less than 20 
minutes. Clearly, getting to work was easy for most people living in Boston in 1990. 
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HOUSING AGE, SIZE ANDO MOBILITY 


e Over two-thirds of Boston's 1990 housing stock (168,800 of its 250,900 units) was in 
structures built prior to 1950. In fact, nearly 58 percent predates World War Il, 1939 and 
earlier. See Table D. 


e Compared to the state-wide proportion, the share of pre-World War I! Boston housing stock 
was nearly 50 percent higher, while recent housing was at least 40 percent lower. 


e Interms of unit size, over 41 percent of all units were studios and 1 bedroom units, whereas 
less than 20 percent of the housing units throughout the statewere so small. 


e Less than one-third of Boston's housing units contained 3 or more bedrooms, compared to 
over 53 percent of the Massachusetts total housing stock. 


e Over 18 percent of Boston's housing units were heated electrically, a rate 35 percent higher 
than the statewide share. Beyond that, 41 percent of the units were gas heated, while only 
37 percent were oil heated -- a rough reversal of the statewide pattern. 


e Over 25 percent of Boston's householders had moved into their units within the prior 15 
months of the April 1990 U.S. Census. This rate, 48 percent higher than the statewide 
average, is partially explained by the much higher proportion of renters living in Boston. 


e Some 55 percent of all Boston residents had moved into their units since the beginning of 
1985, a rate noticeably higher than the 45 percent statewide. 


e Over 38 percent of Boston households had no car available in 1990, a rate 2.7 times higher 
than the statewide rate of 14 percent. 


e Nearly 42 percent of Boston households had only one car available in 1990. Only 20 percent 
had two or more, whereas statewide nearly 50 percent of all households had 2 or more 
vehicles. 


HOUSING COSTS 


e Overall housing costs for tenants as well as homeowners were remarkably close to their 
respective statewide levels in 1990, even though the proportion of renters to owners in 
Boston was much higher. 


e Monthly housing costs for homeowners without mortgages were surprisingly low; the median 
was only $307 monthly -- presumably because these bought their properties years ago when 
prices were considerably lower. While the number of single family owners remained small in 
Boston, several times that number are owner occupants of two- and three-family homes -- 
and their costs are probably fairly low as well. 


e The housing cost burden for 64 percent of all single family owners in Boston was under 25 
percent of household income, and 53 percent spent even less than 20 percent. 


e However, owners with mortgages must be among the 19 percent that spent over 35 percent 
of income. After all, median housing costs for these owners are nearly $1,000 monthly, 
which at 25 percent cost burden would require a $48,000 household income, substantially 
above Boston's median annual income. 


e Gross rents in Boston reveal a wider range of low as well as high priced units than in the 


state. This is becauseBoston has more assisted housing on the one hand, and more luxury 
rental opportunities, on the other. 
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Boston Socio-Economic Changes, p. 6 C:\CNS90\STF3\SOCEC890 


e Although rent burdens were slightly above statewide averages in 1990, over 40 percent of all 
Boston renters were paying less than 25 percent of household income in gross rent. 
However, 46 percent were spending over 30 percent of income, and over 36 percent were 
spending over 35 percent. 


e Boston's recent attraction to more affluent householders generally raised housing costs and 
values; existing owners who bought their homes when prices were considerably lower and 
who were mortgage free in 1990, had a low cost burden, but many more, particularly the 
newcomers, were paying a significant portion of their incomes in order to be able to live in 
Boston. 
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Table B: Labor Force Characteristics, Boston, 1980 - 1990, Massachusetts 1990 


LABOR FORCE STATUS 
PERSONS 16 years and over 
In labor force 
Percent in labor force 
Civilian labor force 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Percent unemployed 
Armed Forces 
Not in labor force 


MALES 16 years and over 
In labor force 
Percent in labor force 
Civilian labor force 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Percent unemployed 
Armed Forces 
Not in labor force 


FEMALES 16 years and over 
In labor force 
Percent in labor force 
Civilian labor force 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Percent unemployed 
Armed Forces 
Not in labor force 


FEMALES 16 years and over 
With own children under 6 years 
Percent in labor force 
With own children 6-17 yrs only 
Percent in labor force 


1980 


(number) (percent) 


459,249 
275,571 
60.0% 
272,794 
256,047 
16,747 
6.1% 
2,777 
183,678 


212,372 
145,508 
68.5% 
142,819 
132,612 
10,207 
7.1% 
2,689 
66,864 


246,877 
130,063 
52.7% 
129,975 
123,435 
6,540 
5.0% 

88 
116,814 


246,877 
25,067 
38.7% 
31,102 
59.2% 


Boston 


1990 


(number) (percent) _ 


476,275 
316,162 
66.4% 
314,997 
288,704 
26,293 
8.3% 
1,165 
160,113 


224,715 
162,882 
72.5% 
161,771 
145,962 
15,809 
9.8% 
1,111 
61,833 


251,560 
153,280 
60.9% 
153,226 
142,742 
10,484 
6.8% 

54 
98,280 


251,560 
29,119 
57.4% 
25,672 
69.3% 


Source: U.S. Census STF3, 1990, 1980, analyzed by BRA Research Dept. 
* Bos/Mass Ratio compares the Boston percentage composition to the Massachusetts share. 
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Boston 


Change’80-'90 


(number) (percent) 


17,026 
40,591 
6.4% 
42,203 
32,657 
9,546 


2.2% 
1,612 
23,565: 


12,343 


17,374. 
4.0%: 


18,952 


13,350: 
5,602 
2.6% 

1,578: 


-5,034 


4,683. 
23,297 
8.2% 
23,251 
19,307 

3,944: 

4.8%: 
: 34: 
318,534 


4,683 


4,052: 
18.7%: 
6,430 
10.1%: 


3.7 
14.7 
10.6 


Massachusetts Bos/Mass 
1990 Ratio* 
(number) (percent) 

4,809,772 100.0 1.00 
3,261,863 67.8 0.98 
67.8% 0.98 
3,245,950 67.5 0.98 
3,027,950 63.0 0.96 
218,000 4.5 Bs 
6.7% 1.24 
15,913 0.3 0.74 
1,547,909 32.2 1.04 
2,268,095 100.0 1.00 
1,729,059 76.2 0.95 
76.2% 0.95 
1,714,967 75.6 0.95 
1,585,698 69.9 0.93 
129,269 Si, ie2o 
7.5% 1.30 
14,092 0.6 0.80 
539,036 23.8 We 
2,541,677 100.0 1.00 
1,532,804 60.3 ARAL 
60.3% 1.01 
1,530,983 60.2 1.01 
1,442,252 56.7 1.00 
88,731 3.9 1.19 
5.8% 1.18 
1,821 0.1 0.30 
1,008,873 39.7 0.98 
2,541,677 100.0 1.00 
345,803 13.6 0.85 
59.5% 0.96 
357,992 14.1 0.72 
Lisice 0.89 
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Table C: Employed Persons, Skills and Industries, Boston, 1980 - 1990, Massachusetts 1990 


Boston Boston Massachusetts Bos/Mass 
1980 1990 Change’80-'90 1990 Ratio 
(number) (percent) (number) (percent) } (mumber): (percent) (number) (percent) 
OCCUPATION 
EMPLOYED PERSONS 16 yrs + over 256,047 100.0) 288,704 100.0} 32,657 12.8 | 3,027,950 100.0 1.00 
Managerial, prof. specialty occ. 66,660 26.0| 94,437 32.7 i 20 2FEE SES 969,983 32.0 1.02 
Exec,admin.+ managerial occup. 25,238 9.9} 41,955 14.5} 16,717 66.2 442,912 14.6 0.99 
Profess' specialty occup'ns 41,422 16.2| 52,482 18.2} 11,060. 26.7 527,071 17.4 1.04 
Technical,sales,+ admin.support 87,796 34.3; 96,814 33.5}. 9,018: 10.3: 994,280 32.8 1.02 
Technicians + support occup’ns 10,557 4.1 12,769 4.4) 222122 25.0: 127,084 4.2 1.05 
Sales occupations 18,788 7.3| 7 4e7,095 9.4} 8,307 44.2 344,100 11.4 0.83 
Admin.support, incl.clerical 58,451 22.8} 56,950 19.7} -1,50%  -2.6- 523,096 17.3 1.14 
Service occupations 47,109 18.4, 49,955 17.3} 2,846 6.0 388,275 12.8 1.35 
Private h'hold occupations 929 0.4 1,248 0.4 319. 34.3 7,854 0.3 1.67 
Protective services occup'ns 6,930 2.7 7,275 2.5 345 6.0 $9,274 2.0 1.29 
Services, exc.protect + h'hold 39,250 15.3} 41,432 14.44 2182 5.6 321,147 10.6 1.35 
Farming,forestry + fishing occ. 927 0.4 1,239 0.4 312° 3337: 28,098 0.9 0.46 
Precis'n prodct'n,craft, repairs 19,772 7.7| 18,453 6.4} -1,319  -6.7 301,981 10.0 0.64 
Operators, fabricators, and laborers 33,783 13.2} 27,806 9.6}. -5,977 -17.7 345,333 11.4 0.84 
Mach.operators assembiers,inspect. 17,320 6.8} 11,782 4.1} -5,538 > -32.0 168,169 5.6 0.73 
Transport,material moving occup. 7,505 2.9 8,189 2.8} 684 94 87,588 2.9 0.98 
Handlers, equip.cleaners, helpers, etc. 8,958 3.5 7,835 2.7} 4,123: -12.5: 89,576 3.0 0.92 
INDUSTRY 
EMPLOYED PERSONS 16 yrs + over 256,047 100.0| 288,704 100.0} 32,657 12.8 { 3,027,950 100.0 1.00 
Agriculture, forestry,+ fisheries 658 0.3 1,440 0.5}. 782° 148.8 32,576 11 0.46 
Mining 0.0 142 0.0} 142° 2,682 0.1 0.56 
Contruction 8,132 3.2} 11,416 4.0} 3,284 40:4 165,540 5.5 0.72 
Manufacturing 3 36,521 14.3} 28,602 9.9} -7,919: -21.7 547,924 18.1 0.55 
Nondurable goods 15,708 6.1 12,686 4.4) -3,022° -19.2 184,352 6.1 0.72 
Durable goods 20,813 8.1 15,916 5.5} 4897 -23.5 363,572 12.0 0.46 
Transportation 12,130 4Jimisle,i¢o 44) 648 53 113,400 3.7 1.18 
Communications,other public util. 6,552 2.6 7,291 Axe] 739 19.3: 73,891 2.4 1.03 
Wholesale trade 7,096 2.8}. 7,810 2.7 714° 10.1 125,574 4.1 0.65 
Retail trade 36,041 14.1] 40,072 13.9} 4,034! 4.2: 490,032 16.2 0.86 
Finance, insurance, real estate 23,079 9.0} 31,239 10.8} 8160: 35.4 242,828 8.0 1:35 
Business and repair services 13,404 5.2| 16,709 5.8} 3,306: 247 141,679 4.7 1.24 
Persni,entertain't,recrt'n! services 10,696 4.2| 14,955 5.2} 4259 39.8: 112,994 3.7 1.39 
Professional and related services 80,913 31.6} 100,203 34.7}. 19,290. 23.8 848,922 28.0 1.24 
Health services 35,075 13.7| 38,290 13.3522 3.2782 0:2 311,431 10.3 1.29 
Educational services 27,989 10.9} 29,753 10.3} 1,764: 6.3 287,795 9.5 1.08 
Other profess’! and related serv. 17,849 7.0} 32,160 11.1: F459 80:2: 249,696 8.2 1.35 
Public administration 20,825 8.1 16,047 5.6} 4,778 -22.9 129,908 4.3 1.30 
CLASS OF WORKER 
EMPLOYED PERSONS 16 yrs + over 256,047 100.0) 288,704 100.0} 32,657 12.8 | 3,027,950 100.0 1.00 
Private wage and salary workers 196,627 76.8| 232,032 80.4} 36,405 18.0 | 2,425,000 80.1 1.00 
Government workers 50,400 19.7} 43,582 15.1] 6,818 -13.5 415,315 13.7 1.10 
Local gov't workers 23,714 9.3} 19,617 6.8} -4,097 -17.3 214,783 Vt 0.96 
State gov't workers 15,567 6.1 15,046 5.2 > B24 = +33 122,307 4.0 1.29 
Federal gov't workers 11,119 4.3 8,919 3.1} -2,200 -19.8 78,225 2.6 1.20 
Self-employed workers 8,631 SAlieee 4.3} 3,924 46.4 180,228 6.0 0.73 
Unpaid family workers 389 0.2 538 0.2 149. 38.3 7,407 0.2 0.76 


Source: U.S. Census STF3, 1990, 1980, analyzed by BRA Research Dept. 
* Bos/Mass Ratio compares the Boston percentage composition to the Massachusetts share. 
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1990 STF3 Census Data 


Table D: Housing and Residence Characteristics, Boston and Massachusetts, 1990 


YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT 
Total housing units 

1989 to March 1990 

1985 to 1988 

1980 to 1984 

1970 to 1979 

1960 to 1969 

1950 to 1959 

1940 to 1949 

1939 or earlier 


BEDROOMS 
Total housing units 
No bedroom 
1 bedroom 
2 bedrooms 
3 bedrooms 
4 bedrooms 
5 or more bedrooms 


HOUSE HEATING FUEL 
Occupied housing units 

Utility gas 

Bottled, tank, or LP gas 

Electricity 

Fuel oil, Kerosene, etc. 

Other fuel 

No fuel used 


YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED INTO UNIT 
Occupied housing units 

1989 to March 1990 

1985 to 1988 

1980 to 1984 

1970 to 1979 

1960 to 1969 

1959 or earlier 


VEHICLES AVAILABLE 
Occupied housing units 
None 


C:A\CNS9O\STF3\BOSS3HSG.XLS 


Boston 
1990 
(number) 
/ (share) 
250,863 100.0 
3,253 1.3 
7,872 3.1 
7,841 3.1 
21,303 8.5 
23,266 9.3 
18,576 7.4 
24,144 9.6 
144,608 57.6 
250,863 100.0 
17,556 7.0 
68,435 27.3 
85,278 34.0 
54,992 21.9 
16,137 6.4 
8,465 3.4 
228,564 100.0 
93,179 40.8 
4,988 Bue 
41,611 18.2 
84,451 36.9 
2,284 1.0 
2,051 0.9 
228,174 100.0 
58,259 25.5 
66,696 29.2 
34,387 15.1 
33,917 14.9 
15,923 7.0 
18,992 8.3 
228,455 100.0 
87,550 38.3 
95,100 41.6 
36,880 16.1 
8,925 3.9 
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(cumulative) 


1.3 
4.4 
7.6 
16.1 
25.3 
32.7 
42.4 
100.0 


7.0 
34.3 
68.3 
90.2 
96.6 
100.0 


25.5 
54.8 
69.8 
84.7 
91.7 
100.0 


BRA Research, Goetze 7/24/92 


Massachusetts 
1990 
(number) 
(share) (cumulative) 
2,472,711 100.0 
38,564 1.6 1.6 
166,154 6.7 8.3 
135,907 56 13.8 
348,860 14.1 27.9 
316,129 12.8 40.7 
309,360 zo 53.2 
196,995 8.0 61.1 
960,742 38.9 100.0 
2,472,751 100.0 
49,660 2.0 2.0 
374,884 15.2 ices 
738,974 29.9 47.1 
874,398 35.4 82.4 
338,456 13.7 96.1 
96,379 3.9 100.0 
2,247,110 100.0 
852,905 38.0 
47,375 2.1 
303,466 13.5 
989,299 44.0 
48,421 a2 
5,644 0.3 
2,247,110 100.0 
387,101 lizae 17.2 
614,093 27.3 44.6 
329,299 14.7 59.2 
407,643 18.1 Vilas 
233,302 10.4 87.7 
275,672 12.3 100.0 
2,247,110 100.0 
320,926 14.3 
818,826 36.4 
804,773 35.8 
302,585 13.5 


Bos/Mass 
Ratio 


1.00 
0.83 
0.47 
0.57 
0.60 
0.73 
0.59 
1.21 
1.48 


1.00 
3.48 
1.80 
1.14 
0.62 
0.47 
0.87 


1.00 . 
1.07 
1.04 
1.35 
0.84 
0.46 
3.57 


1.00 
1.48 
1.07 
1.03 
0.82 
0.67 
0.68 


1.00 
2.68 
1.14 
0.45 
0.29 
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Table E: Housing Costs, Boston and Massachusetts, 1990 


Boston Massachusetts Bos/Mass 
1990 1990 Ratio 
(number) (number) 
(share) (cumulative) (share) (cumulative) 

MORTAGE STATUS AND SELECTED 

MONTHLY OWNER COSTS 

Specified owner-occupied housing units 28,672 1,014,824 
With a mortgage 17,629 100.0 691,108 100.0 1.00 

Less than $300 210 Ae 7,533 UAL 1.09 

$300 to $499 eg 12.6 80,143 11.6 1.08 

$500 to $699 2,804 15.9 108,230 ieee 1.02 

$700 to $999 3,659 20.8 157,149 22.7 0.91 

$1,000 to $1,499 5,205 29.5 200,909 29.1 1.02 

$1,500 to $1,999 2,327 13.2 83,5354 5 wont es | 1.09 

$2,000 or more 1,207 6.8 53,611 7.8 0.88 

Median $993 $985 1.01 
Not mortgaged 11,043 100.0 323,716 100.0 1.00 

Less than $100 53 0.5 1,097 0.3 1.42 

$100 to $199 729 6.6 27,472 8.5 0.78 

$200 to $299 4,451 40.3 135,898 42.0 0.96 

$300 to $399 3,487 31.6 97,999 30.3 1.04 

$400 or more 2,323 21.0 61,250 18.9 1.11 

Median $307 $298 1.03 
SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS 

AS A PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME IN 1989 

Specified owner-occupied housing units 28,672 100.0 1,014,824 100.0 1.00 
Less than 20 percent 15,110 52.7 524,548 Sis 1.02 
20 to 24 percent 3,313 11.6 138,197 13.6 0.85 
25 to 29 percent 2,940 10.3 106,943 10.5 0.97 
30 to 34 percent 1,578 5:5 72,368 ra 0.77 
35 percent or more 5,451 19.0 166,747 16.4 1.16 
Not computed 280 1.0 6,021 0.6 1.65 
GROSS RENT 

Specified renter-occupied housing units 157,745 100.0 910,047 100.0 1.00 
Less than $200 18,643 11.8 11.8 98,393 10.8 10.8 1.09 
$200 to $299 10,552 6.7 18.5 58,185 6.4 Uv fr 1.05 
$300 to $499 26,243 16.6 35.1 181,668 20.0 37.2 0.83 
$500 to $749 47,722 30.3 65.4 314,730 34.6 71.8 0.87 
$750 to $999 33,982 215 86.9 158,661 17.4 89.2 1.24 
$1,000 or more 18,670 11.8 98.8 72,438 8.0 97.1 1.49 
No cash rent 1,933 ie 100.0 25,972 2.9 100.0 0.43 

Median $625 $580 1.08 
GROSS RENT AS A PERCENTAGE OF 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN 1989 

Specified renter-occupied housing units 157,745 910,047 
Not computed 7,123 42,706 

Computed renter-occupied housing units 150,622 100.0 867,341 100.0 1.00 
Less than 20 percent 41,776 Cit Zia 253,078 29.2 29.2 0.95 
20 to 24 percent 19,327 12.8 40.6 139,809 16.1 45.3 0.80 
25 to 29 percent 20,684 13.7 54.3 116,494 13.4 58.7 1.02 
30 to 34 percent 13,938 9.3 53.6 76,843 8.9 67.6 1.04 
35 percent or more 54,897 36.4 100.0 281,117 32.4 100.0 Vet: 
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